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Development of World Agricultural Trade

 Volume 1.500 – 1.700 billion US-Dollar

 Trade in agricultural products has grown almost threefold in 

value over the past decade

 Global trade in food products continues to expand rapidly
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Important actors in world agricultural trade
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EU – Agricultural Trade

 Economic Importance

 125bn Euro

 7% of EU exports

 4th place of exporting sectors

 Since 2013 EU worlds no. 1 exporter

 EU net exporter of agricultural products

 25 – 30% of farmers income is generated by ag. exports
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EU – Agricultural Trade

 Destination of EU Agricultural exports

 Almost 75% of member states agricultural exports

 Promote ag. exports to third countries

 Remove non tariff barriers 

 Value added Chain

 Ag exports are not only an issue of agriculture

 65% are final products highly processed

 Value added chain is an important economic pillar for rural areas
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Agricultural Trade and Food Security
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 Still 800m people worldwide suffer of hunger and malnutrition

 Responsibility for food security

 Hunger and malnutrition are more a problem of poverty  than of 

supply

 Trade affects each of the four dimensions of food security

 Availability

 Access

 Utilization

 Stability
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Agricultural Trade and Food Security
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 Food security needs a certain degree of self sufficiency

 Trade can on both sides – exports and imports – create income

 EU ag exports to fast growing countries (increases in income 

and population, urbanization, changes in dietary structure and 

lifestyle habits)
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Future orientations for EU Agricutural Trade
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 External dimension of CAP must be strengthened

 Export to third countries must be expanded

 Barriers to trade must be abolished

 EU should take greater responsibility in trade policy
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Future orientations for EU Agricutural Trade
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 Level playing field for member states

 Russian ban must be lifted

 Global markets require global market transparency

 Success in ag trade is especially a success of SMEs

 EU must support SMEs in opening up third country markets
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